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February 16th, 2024 

From The Executive Director 
 
DEI at MCDHH Update: MCDHH is working towards improving practices and awareness as well as 
working towards resolution of concerns recently discussed.  We are beginning our work with a consultant 
as well as looking into further training on the issue and partnering with other agencies in our community to 
do that.  While MCDHH has already begun at changing how we handle advocacy calls: addressing, follow-
up, and documentation. This more-recent discussion had led to considering a similar practice for concerns 
or feedback the community would like to share or pursue with our office.  We appreciate our community 
and input we have received and will put it to good use. 
 
LEAD-K Progress: The LEAD-K Committee is having it’s third meeting today.  The Office of Childhood did 
a very good job gathering information from states who already have LEAD-K legislation or good programs 
for family services and language support and assessment.  The committee looked through the information 
and provided feedback for which programs the committee felt best reflected our state.  We are now looking 
closer at the programs in Kansas and Indiana and will reference these programs.  The next step would be 
looking at assessments to recommend to the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education along 
with the milestones. 
 

In honor of Black History Month, Sonya Smith has 
interviewed several Missourians as a part of her Spotlight 
series.  TiaJenice Morris, one of our Commissioners who 
also owns her own business in the St. Louis area, and John 
Brand III, an assistant professor at William Woods 
University, were released earlier this month.  Watch for our 
next spotlight coming soon! 
 
MCDHH would like to send out a HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
to the SASI of St. Louis.  This is Sight and Sound Impaired-
St. Louis.  They host many activities and support programs 
that serve the Deaf-Blind community.  They just celebrated their 15th year!  If you are looking to be 
involved, here is their webpage: https://sasistl.org/home  
 

https://sasistl.org/home
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Deaf-Blind Task Force:  MCDHH received interest for this Task-Force to be reinstated as an advisory 
group to the Commission as we work towards improving our service to the Deaf-Blind community.  One 
very important part of this service is the SSP program.  We are just getting things started and still getting 
grounded and figuring things out.  We had our first meeting at the end of December and our second one 
will be next week, February 23rd.  We will be establishing a way for consumers to provide input either to the 
Commission or through the representatives on the committee.  More information will come. 
 
 
Legislation to Keep an Eye On: This legislative Session there are two bills, HB 1918 and HB2626 being 

referred to the Health Care Reform committee (https://house.mo.gov/Committees.aspx?cluster=true) 

adding hearing aids and cochlear implants to be covered by MO HealthNet.  If you would like to read the 

bills you can go to: https://house.mo.gov/LegislationSP.aspx and do a search for the bill you would like to 

read.  Both had public hearings on 2/13/2024. 

 

Amusing Trivia 
Football playoffs are in full swing, and this season brought an unexpected twist as dedicated fans cleared a 
whopping 19 inches of snow from Highmark Stadium for the Bills and Steelers game. The people don’t realize there 
is a little piece of deaf history in football history. It is often a shared fact in the deaf community that Paul Hubbard 

invented the football huddle in 1894. 
Fast forward to 2023, when we once again made 
history with the introduction of the first-ever 5G-
connected football helmet. AT&T, the 
Telecommunications giant, asked athletic director 
Warren Keller and head football coach Chuck 
Goldstein what they could do to make football 
more inclusive for the deaf.  
The result? A cutting-edge helmet featuring a 
heads-up display connected to 5G. Imagine a 
coach sending plays directly from a tablet to the 
quarterback, who then relays the play to the team. 
This innovation not only aids hard of hearing and 
deaf players but also addresses challenges related 
to crowd noise that can affect communication on 

the field. 
 The Gallaudet football used it for the first time on October 5 played against Hilbert College. The results showed 
improvement in communication and reduced mistakes and penalties. Gallaudet’s Bison football won the game 34-
20! As for now, only quarterbacks will wear them, but the future looks promising. They are optimistic that the 
innovation will continue to further improve and become mainstream in sports one day.  
 

  

https://house.mo.gov/Committees.aspx?cluster=true
https://house.mo.gov/LegislationSP.aspx
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“We work out the same way as 

every other college football 

program, we practice the same 

way, we compete the same way,” 

Goldstein said. “The difference 

between coaching a hearing team 

compared to a Deaf team is first 

the communication.”  

Chuck Goldstein 

MCDHH COMMISSION MEETING 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE FOLLOWIND DATES: 

 

APRIL 4TH KCMO  10-2 PM 
JULY 18TH JCMO 10-2PM 

OCTOBER 10th JCMO 10-2PM 

To see more details on 5G-

Connected Helmet: 

https://youtu.be/3lmU1VmCupM?

si=td_cwjMWmoUYHWJO 
 

https://youtu.be/3lmU1VmCupM?si=td_cwjMWmoUYHWJO
https://youtu.be/3lmU1VmCupM?si=td_cwjMWmoUYHWJO
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MCDHH’s Upcoming Occasions 

 

Defying Gravity: 

Dive into the Details of the 2024 KC Interpreters Conference— 

Register Now for Exclusive Access! 

April 4-6, 2024 

 

• Registration: 

o https://mcdhh.mo.gov/registration/ 

• Forms: 

o https://mcdhh.mo.gov/forms-2/ 

• Schedule: 

o https://mcdhh.mo.gov/schedule/ 

• Payment: 

o https://mcdhh.mo.gov/2024payment/ 

• Presenters' Bios: 

o https://mcdhh.mo.gov/presenters-bio/ 

• Workshops Descriptions:  

o https://mcdhh.mo.gov/workshop-descriptions/ 

 

  

https://mcdhh.mo.gov/registration/
https://mcdhh.mo.gov/forms-2/
https://mcdhh.mo.gov/schedule/
https://mcdhh.mo.gov/2024payment/
https://mcdhh.mo.gov/presenters-bio/
https://mcdhh.mo.gov/workshop-descriptions/
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MCDHH & KCDHH Interpreter Conference-  

Sponsored Events 

 

  

Social Events 
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MCDHH’s Upcoming Occasions 
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Mainstream News 
Mental Health Services for the Deaf 

 
There are mental services available for the D/HOH community in both St. Louis and Kansas City! 
As we move into the winter season with shorter days, longer nights, and many holidays, it is important to talk about 
Seasonal Depression.  Many people go through times when they feel unusually sad or just different, for some, these 
feelings happen when the seasons change, and have the "winter blues" when the daylight gets shorter in the 
fall/winter and start to feel better after daylight savings in the spring when the sun is out for longer. 
  
Sometimes these mood changes can be more serious and can affect how a person feels, thinks, and even 
behaves.  If you have noticed significant changes in your mood, thoughts, or behaviors during the fall/winter time, 
you may be struggling with Seasonal Affect Disorder or Seasonal Depression.  Symptoms can include, among other 
things: Persistent sad, anxious, or "empty" mood, feeling hopeless, guilt, or unusually irritable.  Oversleeping, over 
eating, and avoiding social situations can all be signs as well.  
  
The holidays can also bring about struggles with loneliness, additional stress and anxiety, and the 'Holiday 
Blues".  The good news is, treatment is available.  Treatments for the "holiday blues" and for season depression can 
include talk therapy and medication services. 
 
For anyone needing assistance on the East side of the state of Missouri, BJC Behavioral Health can help with 
therapy, medication, case management support. Please contact Laura Shapiro by cell phone: 314-210-4301 or 
email: laura.shapiro@bjc.org 
 
Kansas City also offers mental health services for anyone in the Western half of the state of Missouri. Please contact 
Elijah Buchholz by cell phone: 913-709-5540 or email: ebuchholz@rediscovermh.org 
 
Both programs offer services and therapy by sign fluent therapists and staff who can directly provide mental health 
support to those in need!  

 

 
Program of Study Opportunities 
No cost to participate. Earn up to 11 RID PPO CEUs. 

This program is for interpreters who wish to improve their skills in working with a wider variety of 
populations and across a wider range of language variation. Interpreters participate in online modules and 
an induction program over 12 months. Thirty interpreters participate as a cohort and work through the  
Program of Study together. The cohort includes 20 trainees and 10 supervising partners from across the U.S. 
 
There are currently openings for: Interpreter Trainees, Supervising Partners, and Partnering Interpreter 
Referral Agencies.  

mailto:laura.shapiro@bjc.org
mailto:ebuchholz@rediscovermh.org
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https://cssh.northeastern.edu/cali/program-of-study/ 
APPLICATION DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 23, 2024 
 

Sight and Sound Impaired-St. Louis 

Trivia Fund Raiser  
When: March 23rd, 2024  
Doors open at 5:30 PM. Trivia begins at 6:30 and ends around 9:00 PM. 
Who: open to Deaf Blind individuals, SSP’s, family members, friends, volunteers and the community. 
Location: The Heights, formerly known as the Richmond Heights Community Center at 8001 Dale Ave, Richmond 
Heights, MO, 63117 
$20 in advance and $25 at the door. (Payment includes bottled water.)  
Candy and chips will be available for purchase. Vending machine beverages are $2 each, cash or credit card. You 
may bring your own snacks & drinks. Alcohol is permitted.   
You can also help support us with the Pick-A-Number game.  
Numbers 1-100 will be sold @ $20 per number.  
1st Place $500          2nd Place $250       3rd Place $150      
4th Place $75            5th Place $25. 
 
We will also be playing Heads or Tails AND Before or After.  
The cost of each game is $1 per person.  
Both games will be explained on Trivia Night. 
 

General Upcoming Affairs 

 

https://cssh.northeastern.edu/cali/program-of-study/
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List of Links Resources 

Event Dates: 
 
Certified Deaf Mentor Training 
Signing Edge 
April 6, 2024 
8 AM-3PM 
Location: TBA KCMO 
P: 636-692-4630 
www.signingedge.com 
 
National Basketball Tournament 
April 25-27, 2024 8 AM- 8 PM 
New Century/Gardner Kanas  
For more information: 
https://usadb.us/2024 
 
 

Resources 
We Work with the Hearing Impaired 
Do you have Medicare Part A and B? 
Would you like these benefits? 
Comprehensive Dental/Dentures 
Eyeglasses/Hearing aids 
Healthy Foods 
 
It only takes a couple of minutes to see if you may qualify for these and other benefits that you may not receiving 
now 
*Remember no cost to you to see if you qualify! 
Call Frank or Kim Hanna at 573.253.9502 
*License Independent Medicare Insurance Broke 
 

5G-Connected Helmet 

https://youtu.be/3lmU1VmCupM?si=td_cwjMWmoUYHWJO 

 

http://www.signingedge.com/
https://usadb.us/2024
https://youtu.be/3lmU1VmCupM?si=td_cwjMWmoUYHWJO
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Job Openings 


