“Fate is taking the first step even when you don’t see the
whole staircase.”
~ Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

6 Key Factors

Ms. Lydia Callis, OHCODA, Friend, Colleague

signlanguagenyc@gmail.com
WWwWw.signlanguagenyc.com

MENTORSHIP

1.  Become an interpreter mentor
¢ http://www.qgallaudet.edu/guriec/programs-and-projects/mentorship.htmil
¢ htip://www.interpretereducation.org/aspiring-interpreter/mentorship/mentoring-toolkit/

2.  Become an interpreter mentee
¢ http://www.deaflinx.com/Interpreting/mentoring.html
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+ http://www.ohioschoolforthedeaf.org/resources/3/PDF/menteehandbook.pdf

3. RID Standard Practice Paper on Mentorship
+ https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B3DKvZMfIFLdcGktcFhxaS1jSUE/view

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

1. Workshops and Networking Opportunities:
http://mcdhh.mo.gov/interpreters/conference/

http://www.terpexpo.com/

http://www.cit-asl.org/new/
http://www.streetleverage.com/2012/08/the-value-of-networking-for-the-developing-sign-
language-interpreter/
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2. Publications:
https://nad.org/civicrm/mailing/subscribe
http://www.rid.org/publications-overview/views/
http://www.ntid.rit.edu/media/publications/focus
http://www.northeastern.edu/juis/journal/2015issue/
http://www.gallaudet.edu/guriec.html
http://www.streetleverage.com
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3. New Settings and Certifications:

Health care http://healthcareinterpreting.org/

Education http://www.rid.org/rid-certification-overview/ed-k-12-certification/

Legal http://www.rid.org/rid-certification-overview/scl-certification/

Performance http://www.ntd.org/ntd_workshops.html

+ Mental Health https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/deaf-wellness-center/products/mental-
health-interpreting.aspx

o STEM https://www.deaftec.org/

+ Tactile Interpreting http://deafblindinterpreting.org/
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NETWORKING

1. Alumni Community:

Sign up for newsletters

Get involved in any online groups or discussions
Attend alumni events
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1. National & Local Affiliations:

RID http://www.rid.org/membership/affiliate-chapters/

NAD https://nad.org/join

Deaf Community Action Network http://deafcan.org/

National Black Deaf Advocates http://www.nbda.org/board
American Sign Language Teachers Association https://aslta.org/
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2. Join Local Boards:
¢ Local RID
+ Local interpreter training program
+ Interpreter groups

3. Attend Deaf expos:
+ http://deafnation.com/dnexpo/
+ http://www.deafbusiness.org/

4.  Attend Interpreting events:
+ find local places that advertise these events, local Metro chapter
¢ Missouri Commission for Deaf and Hard of Hearing

MARKETING

1. Business cards:

+ Alex V. Kern (Deaf-owned) http://www.alexvkerndesign.com/index.php
CAG Tech (Deaf-owned) http://www.cagtechonline.com/services.html
+ VistaPrint http://www.vistaprint.com/

*

2. Individual Website:
+ http://www.brazen.com/blog/archive/job-search/3-reasons-professional-website-will-land-
next-job/
+ http://www.Wordpress.com
+ http://Wix.com

3. Elevator Pitch:
¢ http://www.inc.com/geoffrey-james/how-to-give-a-flawless-elevator-pitch.html
+ http://www.lifehack.org/articles/work/why-your-elevator-pitch-important-and-how-mas-
ter.html

4. Blogging:

+ http://www.forbes.com/sites/jaysondemers/2015/05/28/the-top-10-benefits-of-blogging-
on-your-website/

+ http://www.raintoday.com/library/articles/why-your-professional-services-firm-needs-a-
blog-pronto/

+ Follow Blogs such as...
* LCIS http://www.signlanguagenyc.com/blog
* SL First Magazine http://slfirst.co.uk/
* Limping Chicken http://limpingchicken.com/
* Flight of the Travel Bee http://flightofthetravelbee.com/
* The Silent Grapevine http://silentgrapevine.com/
* Deaf Tumblr List http://deaflepuff.tumblr.com/post/114521246126/deafhoh-blogs

SOCIAL MEDIA
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1. Facebook:

Deaf World https://www.facebook.com/Deafwd

ASL Slam https://www.facebook.com/ASL-SLAM-161526577206967/
DeafNation https://www.facebook.com/deafnation

iDeafNews

That Deaf Guy https://www.facebook.com/thatdeafguycomic
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2. Twitter:
@NAD1880
@BeHeardDC
@JulesDameron
@BraamdJordaan
@SilentGrapevine
@DPANVideos
@TheDailyMoth
@ASLPoet
@ChristineSunKim
http://www.gg.com/story/how-to-use-twitter-to-your-professional-advantage
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3. LinkedIn:

+ Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf https://www.linkedin.com/grp/home?gid=1743437

+ Deaf and American Sign Langauge Networking https://www.linkedin.com/grps?
home=8&gid=4302145&trk=anet_ug_hm

+ ASL Interpreter Networking https://www.linkedin.com/grps/ASL-Sign-Language-Inter-
preter-Networking-1652627

¢ ASL Interpreters https://www.linkedin.com/grp/home?gid=735987

+ http://www.socialmediatoday.com/content/five-benefits-using-linkedin-grow-your-busi-
ness-and-your-career

4. Youtube:
+ Don't Shoot the Messenger https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCI3aACQE3N-
TyviD4ol1m9fA
+ Rikki Poytner https://www.youtube.com/user/rikkipoynter
+ The Daily Moth https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaayieDFpDIZ1b _mspO Rzg/
videos

5. Google+:

+ Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf https://plus.google.com/111798099758161721595/
about

+ Deaf Friends https://plus.google.com/communities/102405167769556241286

+ The Sign Language Community https://plus.google.com/communities/
101640733133230819225

+ American Sign Language https://plus.google.com/communities/
111756559616249266315

PAY IT FOWARD
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Volunteer to become a mentor

Volunteer services to the deaf:

+ Helping Educate to Advance the Rights of the Deaf http://www.behearddc.org/

+ Deaf Overcoming Violence through Empowerment http://deafdove.org/programs/volun-
teer-advocates

o Acomprehensive list of Deaf organizations from Deaf Women United http://www.d-
wu.org/#!deaf-organizations/c1v2w

¢ Provide services for a charity or free cultural event

Volunteer teaching sign language:
+ Contact local schools, day care centers, and summer camps
+ Reach out to local churches
+ Get in touch with your state Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
+ Contact local senior centers and assisted living homes
¢ World Endeavors http://worldendeavors.com/programs/volunteer/deaf-education-volun-
teer-projects

Volunteer to host a workshop:
+ http://www.wikihow.com/Conduct-a-Workshop
+ http://scottberkun.com/2013/run-a-good-workshop/


http://www.behearddc.org/
http://deafdove.org/programs/volunteer-advocates
http://www.dwu.org/#!deaf-organizations/c1v2w
http://worldendeavors.com/programs/volunteer/deaf-education-volunteer-projects
http://www.wikihow.com/Conduct-a-Workshop
http://scottberkun.com/2013/run-a-good-workshop/

